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Former  Oscar  nominee  keynotes  Health  Conf. 


By  William  H.  Perkin* 

The  singe.-  whose  Christian 
movie  theme  stirred  a  recent 
Academy  Award  controversy 
will  be  the  featured  speaker  at 
the  Feb.  28  Health  Conference 
at  First  Church,  Jackson,  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  Board,  Baptist 
Health  Systems,  lac.,  in  Jack- 
son,  and  Summit  Counseling  of 
First  Church,  Jackson. 

Joni  Eareckson  Tada.  a 
Christian,  longtime  disability 
advocate,  and  nerself  a  quad¬ 
riplegic  since  a  diving  accident 
at  the  age  of  17.  will  speak  and 
*  book  signing  later 
with  a  selection  of  her  books 


For  more  information, 
visit  mbcb.org.  and  scroll 
down  to  the  Health  Confer¬ 
ence  icon. 

Gerald  Molen,  the  Oecar- 
winniue  producer  of  such  mov¬ 
ies  as  Schindler's  List  and  Ju¬ 
rassic  Park,  wrote  a  letter  to  the 
Academy  after  the  nomination 
was  scrapped.  "Every  film,  di¬ 
rector,  writer,  cinematogra¬ 
pher,  actor,  art  director,  cos¬ 
tume  designer,  and  efx  house 
finds  a  way  to  pitch  or  promote 
their  wot*.  Many  will  see  this 
decision  as  faith-based  bigotry 
pure  and  simple,"  be  wrote. 


Hobby 

Lobby 

fights 

mandate 

WASHINGTON  (BP)  -  In 

a  case  that  could  reverber¬ 
ate  for  decades,  Hobby- 
Lobby  filed  a  brief  with  the 
U.S.  Supreme  Court  Feb.  10 
asking  the  court  to  protect 
the  religious  liberty  of  the 
craft  chain’s  owners  in  re¬ 
gard  to  the  U.S.  Department 
of  Health  and  Human 
Services  (HHS)  contracep¬ 
tion  mandate. 

Under  the  provisions  of 
Obama  Care,  the  federal  man¬ 
date  would  require  companies  " 
and  institutions  to  pay  for 


theme  for  the 

ih^nnsiri/lnnf 

movie  of  file 
nominated  thi 
Academy  A  war 

The  nominatia- - 

after'  the  Academy  of  Motion 
Picture  Arts  and  Sdences-  al- 
leged  the  song  was  improperly 
promoted  by  it*  author. 

However,  at  least  one  Hol¬ 
lywood  insider  said  he  believes 
the  nomination  was  pulled  af¬ 
ter  the  Academy  realized  the 
movie  was  faith-based. 


on.  ept  27  of  last  year,  is  rated 
PG-13.  A  trailer  can  be  viewed 
at  alonevetnotalone.com. 

In  addition  to  Tada,  pro¬ 
gram  personalities  for  the 
conference  include: 

MS  CONFERENCE  on  p  B 


First  Baptist  Church 
431  North  State  Street 
Jackson  MS  39201 


WILLIAM  PERKINS 


More  than  any  other  time  in  our 
history,  the  opportunities  for  sin  and 
worldlmess  are  available  and  acceptable 
in  the  culture  in  which  we  find  ourselves. 
Collegians  are  surrounded  not  only  by 
sinfulness,  but  increasingly  they  are  prac 
tically  expected  to  adhere  to  the  godless¬ 
ness  which  is  advocated  on  almost  every 
university  campus  in  our  nation. 

If  we  are  praying  and  believing  God 
for  spiritual  awakaning  and  revival,  then 


;  of  any 
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I  .  because  I  am  holy  *  Pray  that 
repentance  and  forsaking  of  sin  would  be 
a  habit  that  defines  their  walk  with  God. 

■  Pray  that  college  students  would 
join  together  in  prayer  groups  and  seek 
God  while  calling  out  the  names  of  stu¬ 
dents  who  are  lost  Pray  that  the  Spirit  of 
God  would  <n>en  their  eyes  to  the  condi¬ 
tions  around  them,  and  burden  them  for 
their  campuses. 

SM  JONES  on  p.  7 


Valuing  life 


t  was  one  of  those  truly  touch- 

Xing  stories  in  which  we  humans 
find  reassurance  of  our  human¬ 
ity.  Some  time  back  and  for  no 
apparent  reason,  doierrg  of  dol¬ 
phins  beached  themselves  along  the 
Florida  Keys. 

There  was  s  great  stirring  in  the 
national  news  media  over  the  plight 
creatures.  Nearly  hjpf 


in  an  age  when  the  first  reso-t  to 
any  inconvenient  situation,  like 
that  of  Terri  Schitvo  and  many 
others,  is  death  -  but  only  for  the 
most  innocent  and  defenseless 
humans  involved. 

Is  your  15-year -old  daughter 


wedlock? 

vourAlzh 


Miss,  churches,  seminary  team  up  to  evangelize  Wyoming 


CHEYENNE.  Wyo.  (BP)  -  When  looking  at 
the  numbers,  tome  might  consider  Wyoming 
to  be  an  odd  place  for  New  Orleans  Seminary 
(NOBTS)  and  a  Mississippi  church  to  partner 
for  church  planting  and  evangelism. 

With  approximately  576,000  residents, 
Wyoming  is  the  least  populous  state  in  the 
nation.  Cheyenne,  the  state  capital  and 
larges}  city,  boasts  only  91,000  residents 
in  its  metro  area  —  but  those  involved  with 
the  partnership  contend  God  is  moving  in 
Wyoming.  People  there  are  coming  to  faith 
in  Christ. 

When  Brandon  Church  in  Brandon  in¬ 
vited  students  from  NOBTS  to  come  and 
see  how  God  is  working  in  Wyoming,  they 
jumped  at  the  opportunity. 

In  2011,  Brandon  Church  began  a  part¬ 
nership  with  Southern  Baptist  church 
planters  in  Wyoming.  for,  members  of 
that  church  and  othe.  churches  in  Bran¬ 
don  have  traveled  to  Wyoming  five  times 
to  canvass  neighborhoods  m  Casper, 
Cheyenne,  Evansville,  and  Torrington. 
Most  of  the  Brandon  Church  volunteers 
walking  through  the  neighborhoods  of 
Wyoming  are  in  their  60s. 

The  church  has  deep  ties  to  the  semi¬ 
nary,  and  one  at  the  church’s  members  1 


and  Life  Point  Church,  which  was  shout  a  year  old  at  s 

styagTogsi.  siq 

on  doom  sharing  the  Gospd,  surveying  residents  and  - 

hy  the  tenacity  and  commitment  of  the  older  volunteers  not  only  TruiTTi 

from  Brandon  Church.  For  die  Brando:  1  crew,  interne-  that  Stuck 

don  with  the  young  seminary  students  offered  hope  for  confirm  the 
the  future  of  the  churches  these  mimsters-m-tminmg  .  . 

will  one  day  lead.  1  6 

Together,  the  mission  team  led  several  people 
to  faith  in  Christ  and  developed  many  contacts  for 

Church  soon  began  dreaming  of  other 
ways  to  expand  the  NOBTS  partnership  to  reach  more 
people  for  Christ  and  help  strengthen  more  churches 
in  Wyoming.  , 

Working  with  Don  Whalen  Jr.,  stale  missionary  for 
church  planting  strategies  for  the  Wyoming  Souioern 


The  man  was  very  open  to  talk  with  them.  He  immedi¬ 
ately  confessed  that  tie  was  an  alcoholic  and  said  he  had 
been  to  the  store  that  morning  to  buy  a  big  can  of  beer, 
which  he  had  with  him  in  the  bag. 

The  man  said  he  wanted  a  way  out  of  his  addiction. 
Andrei  and  Helga  Parvu,  a  young  seminary  couple  Corey  and  Nicole  shared  the  Gospel  meesaje,  telling 
from  Romania,  apprenticed  with  Sam  Martin  of  Lara-  the  man  that  nothing  is  beyond  God  s  power.  Through 
mie  Valley  Chapel  .  The  P*-.ui  decided  to  reach  out  to  Jesus,  they  said,  God  would  forgive  him  of  his  sms  and 

the  University  of  Wyoning  international  student  of-  change  him.  _  . 

fice  to  find  out  if  the  school  had  students  from  their  The  man  was  overcome  with  conviction  and  made  a 
home  country  commitment  to  Christ  on  the  spot.  Then  he  did  some- 

Wyoming  did  have  one  Romanian  student,  a  ten-  thing  amazing.  The  man  pulled  the  tab  on  the  large 
nis  pUyerAndrei  and  Helga  met  with  the  student  and  beer  he  had  purchased  earlier  and  poured  it  out  beside 
discovered  that  she  w us  an  agnostic.  After  the  Parvus  his  porch.  •  . 

~  •  —  >  The  five-day  trip  proved  to  be  a  success.  The  semi¬ 

nary  group,  part  or  a  team  that  included  17  volunteers 
1  from  Baptist  churches  in  Mississippi,  handed  out  dose 
Chruch  and  the  to  3,000  flyers  about  the  Life  Point  Church,  shared  the 


SixNOI 


This  high- velocity  church  planting  experience  pro¬ 
vided  NOBTS  students  with  firsthand  opportunities  re¬ 
lated  to  church  planting  on  the  mission  field,  as  well  as  - ~  — 1 T8—  7*~, — TtTt  n,r 


U'<Whaien  designed  the  apprenticeship  to  make  the  —  ,  .  i 

most  out  of  thesummer,  not  only  for  the  church  gramtotheaummero#2Ci4. 
planters  who  hosted  NOBTS  students  but  also  for  Last  fol  10  NOBTS  sti  dents  wentoo 
ih.  students  mission  trip  to  Cheyenne.  The  students  knocked  on 

js3s5*»S3i?sSBSi 
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I«gt  was  one  of  those  super  cold,  end  of 
January  roomings  with  a  wind  chill 
factor  in  the  since  digits,  but  at  the 
same  time  it  was  bright  and  sunny.  It 
was  bone  chilling  cold,  but  a  beautiful 
day.  J  was  outside  and  heard  the  beauti¬ 
ful  sounds  of  a  songbird.  I  looked  up 
and  all  around  trying  to  find  where  the 
music  was  coming  from  and  there  in  a 
totallv  leafless  tree  was  one  Redbird,  a 
beautiful  Cardinal  singing  its  heart  out. 

I  stood  there  in  the  cold  winter  morning 
watching  and  listening.  I  looked  around 
and  no  one  else  in  the  neighborhood  was 
out  1  even  looked  around  to  aee  if  there 
were  other  Redbirds  in  the  art*.  There 
was  not  another  sound,  and  1  did  not 
see  another  bird  of  any  kind.  He  kept 
on  ainging  and  he  wasn’t  just  making 
sounds,  he  was  enthusiastic  and  was 
filling  the  air  with  some  kind  of  excit¬ 
ing  praise.  Then  1  realized  that  l  was  an 
audience  of  one.  ..  „ 

And  so  1  stood  there  in  the  cold  with 

my  heart  wanned  by  this  one  magnifi¬ 
cent  bird.  The  longer  that  1  stood  there 
and  listened  as  the  bird  continued  to 
sing  the  more  I  was  blessed.  The  more  1 
was  blessed  the  more  lessons  1  gleaned 

from  what  was  happening  not  only  to  my 
ears  but  to  my  heart.  Sr.  jal  times  as 
there  was  a  pause  maybe  for  the  song¬ 
bird  to  catch  a  breath  or  to  shift  gears,  I 
wanted  to  say  thank  vou.  But  I  thought  _ 
that  it  would  probably  acare  the  Redbird 
away.  I  did  not  want  to  do  that  so  I  just 
listened,  thought  and  remembered  how 


adults,  leading  a  choir  in  preparation, 

helping  the  congregation  m  focusing 


on  praising  Godor  preaching  a  sermon 
about  one  of  the  great  doctrines.  You  do 
not  know  who  is  actually  listening  and 
not  just  to  your  voice  but  to  the  Spirit  of 
God  m»king  application  in  a  life. 

Years  ago  at  a  Sunday  evening 
worship  service  we  sang,  prayed  and 
preached.  I  thought  it  was  just  another 
Sunday  night  service,  but  as  1  gave  the 
invitation  a  man,  who  was  in  His  Bo’s, 


An  Audience  of  One 


without  your  Father’s  consent”  (Matt  coming  to  the  well  to  drawwater  * 

io-29).  It  was  our  Lord  who  also  mid-day  and  recognized  that  tluswas 

pointed  out  that  we  needed  to  look  at  the  the  moment  for  hjr  to  have  an  expen 

_ aau  trt'ufui  that  pvph  MwifcwH  along  In  the  descst  area  of  Gar. 


sion  of  faith  in  Jesns.  I  had  no  idea  of 
what  was  going  on  in  his  life  and  heart. 

1  had  no  knowledge  of  the  struggle  that 
had  gone  on  in  his  life  since  he  was  a 
young  teenager.  I  had  no  understand¬ 
ing  of  the  family  in  which  he  had  grown 
up  that  was  not  anti-God  or  Christ  but 
was  not  particular  in  favor  of  die  church 
either.  And  so,  ft-r  decades  he  came  to 


many  things  God  places  around  us  m 
order  to  bless  us  and  teach  us. 

The  wise  Solomon  said,  “Go  to  the 
ant,  you  sluggard!  Consider  her  wavs 
and  ne  wbertProv.  6:6).  Jesus  said, 
“Aren’t  two  sparrows  sold  for  a  penny? 
Yet  not  one  of  them  falls  to  the  ground 


UKC  UUC  t'l  Uiwn;  v*»*««*  “7/“  - 

continued  to  listen  and  learn. 

One  of  the  lessons  that  csint  to 
my  heart  is  that  you  never  know 
when  your  song  or  your  service 
will  be  helpful  to  someone  s  life 
and  maybe  even  a  life  changing 
moment  for  someone.  You  are  not 
aware  of  it  but  an  audience  of  one  is 
watching  from  a  distance.  Jesus,  the 
Master  Teacher,  was  always  alert  and 
watching  for  that  audience  of  one. 


Uic  lUUUlVM*  -  -  —  - - K 

ence  with  the  living  Savior. 

The  Book  of  Acts  tells  us  that  Philip 

was  keenly  aware  of  one  person  as  he 
walked  along  in  the  desert  area  of  Gaza. 
He  heard  a  chariot  coming  and  saw  a 
man  reading  from  the  prophet  Isaiah.  It 

was  time  to  share  the  song  of  the  Savior 

with  him.  .  . 

How  often  do  we  get  caught  up  in  the 
crowds  that  may  come  to  see  us  sing, 

preach  or  teach  and  lose  sight  of  the  one 
person  that  you  may  not  recognize  or 
even  know  who  God  has  brought  there 
to  be  an  audience  of  one  for  the  message 

that  you  are  sharing  and  the  love  of  Je- 
sus  that  you  are  portraying?  Now  here  is 
the  feet  You  never  know  who  is  listen- 


watching  for  tnat  audience  ot  one.  me  race 

Even  in  a  huge  crowd  swirling  around  mg  and  paying  attention  notiust  to  what 
Him,  He  saw  one  man  up  in  a  Syca-  you  say,  out  to  what  the  lord  ■*  **•“* 

more  tree,  and  the  whole  moment  was  through  you.  It  doean  t  matter  if  you  are 
focused  on  him.  Jesus  saw  one  lady  teaching  a  class  of  preschoolers  or  senior 


News 


Sarah  Beth  Sewell,  a  sophomore  vo¬ 
cal  performance  major  from  Starkville, 
was  crowned  Mias  WILLIAM  CAREY 
UNIVERSITY  2014  at  the  Miss  WCU 
Scholarship  Pageant  on  February  4. 
She  waa  also  the  preliminary  talent 
winner.  She  Is  the  daughter  of  Billy 
and  Beth  Sewell.  Shown,  from  left,  are 
R-Reonnia  James  of  Wiggins,  first  run¬ 
ner  up  and  interview  winner  Ashley 
Barding  of  Petal,  second  runner  up; 
Sewell;  Katie  Sima  of  Purvis,  third 
runner  up,  evening  gown  winner  and 
Highest  GPA,  and  HannahTayior  of 
Covington,  La.,  fourth  runner  up  and 
Virginia  Scott  Spirit  Award  winnjar. 


either.  And  so,  fcr  decades  he  came  to 
church  sometimes  regularly  and  at  other 
times  spasmodically  always  struggling 
with  the  need  of  giving  his  life  to  Christ. 

Looking  back  on  that  night  I  realized 
that  I  had  no  idea  of  the  significance  of 
the  things  I  was  preaching  and  the  ap¬ 
plications  I  was  seeking  to  make  in  the 
heart*  of  the  people  gathered.  But  God 
was  using  the  entire  experience  to  bring 
a  song  to  a  man’s  life,  and  he  trusted  the 
Savior.  So  here  is  my  admonition.  Well, 
here  is  a  call  from  a  singing  Cardinal 
sitting  in  a  leafless  tree.  Sing,  sing  your 
song.  Sing  when  you  feel  like  it  Sing 
when  it  is  cold  and  windy.  Sing  if  there 
is  a  multitude  there  to  hear,  and  sing 
the  song  of  Jesus  when  there  is  onfe  an 
audience  of  one  person  to  hear  and  re¬ 
spond.  Sing  on  and  God  will  bless  you! 

The  author  can  be  contacted  at  direc- 
tions@mbcb.org. 


Callie  Shirley,  a  fresh¬ 
man  nursing  student 
from  Madison,  won 
the  2014  Miss  MISSIS¬ 
SIPPI  COLLEGE  pag¬ 
eant  Jan.  30.  Callie  ia 
a  graduate  of  Madison 
Central  High  School, 
and  won  the  Miss 
Southland  Outstanding 
Teen  Pageant  in  2012. 
She  it  the  daughter 
of  Berri  and  Tammy 
Shirley  of  Madison. 
(Photo  courtesy  of 
Aaron  Boersma.l 


MISSISSIPPI  COLLEGE'S 

nationally  rankod  table  tennis 
taam  triumphed  at  the  Feb. 
11  Dixie  f  Mon  tournament 
on  the  Clinton  campus.  New 
players  combined  with  akiHed 
MC  veterans  to  seel  the  victory 
st  Alumni  Gym  over  teams  Uto 

lulane,  Alabema-Birrfengham, 

West  Florida,  Aiabame- 
I  k  iritr  iillo  anrl  Misiinaippl 
Stale  University.  Shown  are 
table  tennis  player  JunYu 
Xiao,  table  tannk  toethKan 
Qiu,  players  Zatcheng  Huang 
and  Joe  Xie,  Vice  President  for 
Academic  Affairs  Ron  Howard, 
and  players  Tyier  Brogdon. 
Ykhi  Zhang,  and  Cheng  Li. 

rfOm  row:  SSSISWn  iBDKs  Wfr 

nit  coach  Johnson  Liang. 


Students  and  administrators  from  SLUE  MOUNTAIN  COL- 
LEGE  visited  with  North  Mississippi  Sen.  Bill  Stone  (D.  Ashland), 
right  at  the  state  Capitol  duriifl  the  recent  day  recognizing 
Mississippi  Independent  Colleges  and  Universities.  Making  the 
trip  to  Jackson  were:  Nath  fin  Rodgers.  Jenna  Rodgers,  Barbara 
Childers  McMillin,  Emily  Russell,  end  Macy  Wstkln*. 
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What  l  tefl  you  in  the  darkness.  speak  in  the  light  and  what 


fl^our  ear,  proclaim  upon  the 


House  Topi  is  a  Baptist  Record  supplement  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board's  Communication  Services 
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CP  SUNDAY 


COOPRRAW£  PROGRAM 


2014  DIARY  HEALTH 
IMPROVEMENT  CALENDAR 


Be  part  of  the  largest  church  compensation  survey  in 
the  country. 

•  Largest,  free  survey  of  its  kind 

•  Quick  to  take  —  easy  to  submit 

•  Results  are  available  to  all  participants 

•  Confidentiality  guaranteed 


DAILY  RISE  UP  IN  CHRIST} 

Discover  daily  Ratings  of  activities 
and  scriptures  in  the  3014  Diary 
to  develop  yours 
•  Physical  Health 


To  participate,  visit: 


COOPERATIVE  PROGRAM  SUNDAY 
APRIL  13,  2014 

To  Promote  CP  in  your  church,  order  your  resources  todayl 
2014  tracts,  bulletin  inserts,  videos,  bulletin  covers,  posters,  or 
spreadsheets 

Visit  our  Wob  sho  for  more  details: 
www.mbcb.org/qo 

Or  contact  the  Steward shlp/CP  Promotiton 
Department,  MtCB,  at  601  -293*3347,  or 
lleavellOnibcb.org 


_ 


ISTflNTS  CQNFERENCr. 


MAKE  ME 

L  7-MOT* 


Join  us  of  Garaywa  Camp  & 
Conference  Center  tor  the  Ministry 
Assistants  Conference! 


Janie  Walters 


HEARTSSNG 

MUSIC  &  WORSHIP  ARTS  CAMP 

FOR  6TH  -  1 2TH  GRADERS 

JV3NF  *24  S8  SOI  4 

WILLIAM  CAREY  UNIVERSITY 
HATTIESBURG,  MS 

For  more  information  contact  the  Church  Music 
Department  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board  at  1-800-748-1651,  ext.  266,  or 
scluttrell'pmbcb.orgw 


Church  Buildirig 
Conference 


Jason  Easley 

L 

Deadline  to  register  is 
March  17,  2014 

Contact  Cathy  Taylor  of  the  Pastor / 
Leadership  Development  Dept  tor 
fl  more  information  at  60J -292-3305. 


■mmbbmuhiot 


MISSISSIPPI  KIDS  CRMP  201M 


INI 


*  FGtt  VRrl  iVH  ts  uQGO.  RNO  HI5  LOVE  IS  ETERNRL 
HIS  ERlTHPUtNESS  ENSURES  THROUGH  Rll.  GENERRTIQNS 
PSRIM  100  S 

C.tmp  I  June  23-25.  2kj4 
Camp  II  -  June  26  28.  201***^ 

Central  Hills  Baptist  Retreat 
Kosciusko, 

4  r  .  ;  <tq  tried  dCtiv  l  1  ,  &  T  shirf 

j  fraf»or>  o  formation  contact  the 
M8CB  Sunday  School  Department  at 
6GV292  3292  ot  1  800  748  1651.  ext.  292 


\PISCOVGR  DECIDE  DEFEND  I  PETER  3 15 


VBS  KICK-OFF 


j  ci  rrr~i toon 

Community  Center 
■S'  if  r<l(  ii'ti’i:!  behind  V.'chvort  ' 

*-  Angie  Boydstun  at  aboydstun  mbcb.org  or  Jo  ;* 
Valsogat  jwasson  mbcb.org  or.1  800  748  1651  ext.  292 
or  601  292  3292. 
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PARENTING/ GRANDPARENTING 
CONFERENCES ! i 

I  TUESDAY.  MARCH  18.  2014 

* 

LIGHT  SUPPER 
GENERAL  ASSEMBLY 

PARENTING  LED  BY  REV  CHRIS  WEBB  MADISON 
AUTHOR  OE  12  3  MAGIC  FOR  CHRISTIAN  PARENTS 
2  SEE  SOMETHING  NEW  IN  GRANDPARENTINC 
LED-BY  GLENN  SHOWS  MBCB 

ADJOURN 

HANDOUTS  OOOR  PRIZES  MUCH  MORE!" 

NO  COST  TO  ATTEND  BUT  YOU  MUCH  RSVP 
FREE  CHIID  CARE  IS  PROVIDED 
RSVP  TO  FBCCOF7B7B  GMAIl  COM 
OR  667  676  7906 


webcast 

Is  Your  Student  Bible 
Study  Healthy? 


Student  Webcast  Training  •  March  13,  ?014 

Student  Leadership  Trainer 
Live  Webcast  from  6:30-8  p.m. 

Thursday,  March  13,  2014 

Topics: 

Narrow  Window  of  Opportunity  ‘  Re  nliiruj  Studeht , 
Vhy  Students  ate  Bored  v\- rtf-  Suridi ly  Sr hooBSn  •  "I  Group 
Raisin')  the  Bar  m  Yrmi  Student  Ministry 
Understand" u )  Yout  Role  as  a  Student  Ministry  I  ■  adef 

Leader » 

Chns  Swain,  Student  Publishing  i  itoWny 
Kenny  St.inteor  Student  Mimstei  FBC.t  •  ’  -i 


Riutit  Ritmat 


■  if' 


MK  [pm  (t.iyl  noun.  Missionary  Kid* 


Involve  your  church  by  Adopting  an  MK  and/or 


Your  $100  donaOew.  which  wd*  bn  utd  w  purchwa  calact  ctiieal  harm  ter  your  rtudrww 


Your  commitmant  to  pray  Ear  yaur  ttudant  Arina  tha  MK  fe-urm  R«r»«r 

ynr 

Gift  Cm  do  will  bo  ghren  to  a«  MK  *tudant»t6'ba  uaad  at  thay  soldo  Into  collaga 


canted  WMU  far  an  adaption  farm  ar  for  mera  Information. 
pamlthOmbcb.oro  /  1 -*00-70-1651,  wt  336 


Connect  with  us  at  6:30  on  3/13/14  by  going  to 
www.mbcb.org/ssleadertraining 

sjronsotcd  by  Sunday  School  Department,  MBCB  Any 
questions  r.  mail  cdayn  tntxb  orq 
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MS  WMU  HISTORICAL  BUS  TRIP 


Single 


-  TO  MARYLAND - 

June  5-13,  2014 

Come  Celebtate  125  Years  of  WMU 

Total  costs: 

Double  )*'•  ■  Triplc/Quad 

S250  deposit  due  by  Apnl  4 


MS  WMU  • 
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REGISTRATION  IS  NOW  OPEN1 


Missions  Camp  for  girls  &  Missions  Camp  tW^tudents 
Day  Camp  for  boys  &  girls 


ons  Camp  for  Girls 
completed  the  3rd-6th  grades 


•cipleship  and  Family  Ministry  D« 
PO  Box  530  Jackson  MS  39205 


"  ii"  jsc  cull  Ka/p 
gistintion  .ivnilabln 


gar.jyivj.org 
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MANDATE 

cont  from  p.  1 

“There's  no  loophole  in  the 
First  Amendment  that  excludes 
people  who  run  a  business.” 

The  high  court  is  sched¬ 
uled  to  bear  arguments  in  the 
case  March  25-  Hobby  Lobby’s 
brief  explains  that  the  U.S. 
Constitution  and  civil  rights 
laws  protect  citizens  from  be¬ 
ing  forced  to  comply  with  the 
HHS  mandate. 

“The  Greens  do  not  object 
to  covering  16  out  of  20  FDA 
approved  contraceptives," 
Duncan  said  in  a  press  confer¬ 
ence  after  the  brief  was  filed. 
“In  fact,  their  company's  gen¬ 
erous  health  plan  covers  all 


mandated  services  for  women 
with  the  exception  of  only  four 
contraceptive  methods  that 
can  terminate  human  life  in 
the  womb. 

“Yet  if  the  Greens  do  not 
comply  with  the  mandate, 
theyTl  expose  their  businesses 
to  severe  fim.”  and  other  dam¬ 
aging  consequences.* 

Hobby  Lobby  estimates  that 
it  would  face  fines  of  *1.3  mil¬ 
lion  per  day  if  it  does  not  com¬ 
ply  with  the  mandate. 

Steve  Green,  the  company’s 
president,  told  Fax  News  it 
would  be  cheaper  for  the  com¬ 
pany  to  discontinue  health  in¬ 
surance  benefit  <  and  pay  the  fine 
for  noncompliance,  which  is  just 
$2,000  per  employee  compared 
to  $36,500  per  employee  for  re- 


The  U.S.  loth  Circuit  Court 
of  Appeals  in  Denver  ruled  in 
Hobby  Lobby’s  favor  last  July, 
recognizing  that  people  do  not 
forfeit  their  consciences  simply 
because  they  run  a  business. 
The  court  also  recognized  the 
Religious  Freedom  Restoration 
Act,  passed  by  the  U.S.  Con- 

Cis  and  signed  by  UA  Presi- 
t  Bill  Clinton  in  1993  with 
bipartisan  support,  guaranteed 
Hobby  Lobby  an  exemption 
from  the  mandate  by  preserv¬ 
ing  the  free  exercise  of  faith. 

Hobby  Lobby's  Supreme 
Coart  brief  calls  the  HHS  man¬ 
date  “one  of  the  most  straight¬ 
forward  violations"  of  the  Re¬ 
ligious  Freedom  Restoration 


Act  the  court  is  likely  to  see. 

“Our  laws  have  long  pro¬ 
tected  people  of  conscience 
from  having  to  betray  their 
consciences,  Duncan  said, 
“whether  it’s  Jehovah’s  Wit¬ 
nesses  who  cannot  bear  arms, 
Quakers  who  cannot  swear 
oaths.  Orthodox  Jews  who  can¬ 
not  sell  non-Kosber  foods,  or 
Christians  who  cannot  partici¬ 
pate  in  the  death  penalty. 

“The  same  principle  protects 
people  who  run  s  business  from 
being  forced  to  betray  their 
deepest  convictions  about  hu¬ 
man  life.' 

The  question  in  the  case, 
Duncan  said,  is  “whether  prof¬ 
its  and  religion  can  never  mix.’ 

“That  is  a  strange  idea,  and 
nothing  in  the  law  supports  it 


Maybe  some  business  owners 


line,  but  not  the  Greens,  who've 
always  put  their  faith  before 
profits,  which  is  why  they  dose 
all  of  their  Hobby  Lobby  stores 
on  Sundays,*  Duncan  said. 

Last  week  when  CVS  drug 
stores  announced  they  would 
no  longer  sell  tobacco  products, 
the  federal  government  hailed 
the  decision  as  one  that  could 
save  lives,  Duncan  said. 

“So  it  appears  to  be  com¬ 
mon  sense:  The  corporations 
and  the  people  who  run  them 
can  and  should  have  many 
purposes  besides  pursuing  the 
almighty  dollar,'  Duncan  said. 
The  Greens  are  simply  saying 
that  their  religious  faith  can  be 
one  of  those  purposes.' 
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WUKRRAPTBT  CHURCH  BIEARCWK 
FOR  AN  EXFERBRS,  SWT  RUB) 
MOMDUAL  TO  JOM  US  FUU.  TR*  AS  OUR 
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■  Usd  Fora<MMj*><M*hnkrM 
poatn  vM  aMM  mtmrauOicom 


GET  THE  BEST  RATES  ON:  HaaWi  lama 
and  Modem  SupNmi*.  CM  1-80M41- 
81*  or  vat  mw.TunartoourareoCrfcc  car 
STAINED  GLASSWORKS.  WC,  saving  MS 
8AL  M  1*2  CW80M0622TO 


A  Saturday ,  Match  7-8th,  7:00  PM 
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throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial 
last  week's  puzzle:  Proverbs  22:6 


By  Charts!  Mirx.  1*32-2004.  C  2005 


7% 

First  Year 
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good  things 
True  Love  Waits  is  about”  true 
love  and  no  one  displays  true 
love  better  than  Christ  hunaelf.* 
Mills  hopes  parents  who 
view  the  documentary  will  be 
‘challenged  to  talk  to  their  kids 
about  sex.*  He  also  would  like 
to  tee  it  “build  within  students 
a  desire  to  follow  Jesus  and 
recognize  purity  as  a  result  of 
that  relationship.* 


Mire 


Susan  Bohannon  became  a 
teenage  spokesperson  for  the 
movement  in  the  U.S.,  appear¬ 
ing  on  national  television  snows 
ana  newspapers.  She  struggled 
at  college  under  the  pressure  of 
being  one  of  the  poster  children 
for  teenage  virginity. 

"When  we  conducted  our  ini¬ 
tial  interview  with  her,  it  was 
dear  to  me  there  was  more  to . 


nKtfife 


Follow  with  Renewed  Purpose  •  John  21:3-7a,  15-17-20-23 


Simon  Peter,  being  Peter,  realized  it  It  is  in  this  warm  personal  setting  notwithstanding  ye  give  them  not  those 
w*s  Jesus  and  jumped  into  the  water  that  Jeans  chooses  to  restore  Peter  to  his  things  which  are  needful  to  the  body; 
because  he  could  do  that  quicker  than  full  ministry  and  leadership.  Peter  had  what  doth  it  profit?  Even  sc  faith,  if  it 
the  boat  could  get  to  shore.  “As  soon  denied  Christ  three  times  the  night  of  hath  not  works,  is  dead,  being  alone, 
then  as  they  were  come  to  land,  they  His  betrayal  and  illegal  night  time  trial  Yea,  a  man  may  say.  Thou  hast  faith, 

saw  a  fire  of  coals  there,  and  fish  laid  So  3  times  Jesus  asks  Simon  son,  of  Jo-  and  I  have  works:  show  me  thy  faith 

thereon,  and  bread,'  John  21:9  (KJV).  nas,  'lovest  thou  me?'  And  each  time  without  thy  works,  and  I  will  show  thee 
‘Jesus  saith  unto  them,  Come  and  Peter  answers  Tea,  lord;  thou  know-  my  faith  by  my  works*  (KJV). 
dine,11  John  21:12.  Jesus  is  always  ask-  eat  that  Hove  thee.’  John  21:15,  16,  It  After  Jesus  had  personally  dial¬ 
ing  us  to  join  Him  and  enjoy  fellow-  17  (KJV).  Notice  in  verse  17  ‘Peter  was  lenged  Peter  to  feed  His  sbeep.  Peter 
ship  with  *  grieved  be-  tried  to  deflect  the  intensity  of  Jesus' 

Him.  To  cause  be  teaching  by  this  question  about  John, 

this  day  it  said  unto  "Then  Peter,  turning  abou*  seeth  the 

is  natural  him  the  disciple  whom  Jesus  loved  following; 

for  Chris-  Cvnlatn  third  time,  which  also  leaned  on  his  breast  at  sup- 

tians  and  DMK  LaUIUIg  ..  Lovest  per  and  said.  Lord,  which  is  he  that  he 

Christi  a  %  thou  me?’  trayeth  thee?  Peter  seeing  him  saith 


and  Peter  to  Jesus,  Lord,  and  What  shall  this  man 
intensified  do?  Jesus  saith  unto  him,  If  I  will  that 
his  answer  he  tarry  till  I  come,  what  is  that  to  thee? 
to  the  Lord  Follow  thou  me,’  John  21:20-22  (KJV). 
saying,  Jesus  is  telling  Peter  no  matter  what 


hollered  back.  no.  They  still  did  not  re-  around  a  M 
alize  it  was  Jesus  on  the  shore  asking  meal  to  ™ 

the  question.  Jesus  called  back  ’Cast  celebrate 
the  net  on  the  right  side  of  the  ship,  and  Christ's  love  for 

ye  shall  find.’  John  21:6  (KJV).  I -  - I WM 

When  the  diaciples  tried  one  last  him,  Who  art  thou?  1 
desperate  attempt  to  catch  fish  they  was  the  Lord,”  John  21: 
caught  153  ‘great  fishes."  Even  before  f  “ 


_ _  and  His  provision  "Lord  thou  knowest  all  things;  thou 

for  os.  "None  of  the  disciples  durst  ask  knowest  that  I  love  thee." 

U _ _ 1  :' _ ?  Knowing  that  it  As  Jesus’  challenged  Peter  each  time 

E5iMw4*Man:l2 (KJV).  John  ~  “  *  *  " 

_  _ _ _  is  recounting  this  warm  personal  inter - 

they  pulled  the  fish  to  land  where  they '  action  between  his  Lord  and  his  fellow 
could  count  them,  John  realized  the  disciples  to/again  reassure  us  of  Jesus 
fullness  of  the  nets  was  miraculous,  resurrection  from  the  dead.  "This  is 
Therefore  that  disdple  whom  Jesus  now  the  third  time  Jesus  showed  him- 
loved  saith  unto  Peter,  It  is  the  Lord,”  self  to  his  disciples,  after  that  he  was 
John  21:7.  risen  from  the  dead,”  John  21:14  (KJV). 


happens  to  someone  else  you  should 
‘Follow  thou  me." 

M _ _ _ IV  In  somewhat  of  an  aside,  John  has  to 

Peter  said  Tea,  Lord;  thou  knowest  speak  to  a  false  rumor  that  was  leading 
that  I  love  thee.’  Jesus'  replied  ’Feed  to  a  damaging  heresy.  Some  thought 
my  lambs  (or  sheep).’  We  are  to  live  out  and  repeated  to  others  thst  Jesus  bad 
our  love  for  Jesus  Christ.  James  2:15-18  said  that  John  would  not  die  until  Je- 
states  this  truth  this  way  ‘If  a  brother  sus  returned, 
or  sister  be  naked,  and  destitute  of  daily 

food.  And  one  of  you  say  unto  them,  De-  Hicks  is  a  member  -of  Brandon 

part  in  peace,  be  ye  warmed  and  filled;  Church,  Brandon. 


If  God  is  Good,  Why  isThere  Suffering?  •  Job  30:26-31 ;  42:1-6 

When  the  storm  of  suffering  blew  into  tormented  inside  and  out  with  no  an-  be  thwarted’  (Job  49:1.  NTV  Job  re-  ate  end  me 
Job’s  life  with  hurricane  force  strength,  sv.it*.  me  yoyful  music  from  his  harp  iHzed  that  God  vrea  there  a)  the  tune,  (James  5:0,1 
be  lost  his  children,  his  possessions,  his  became  songs  of  mourning.  working  out  His  plan  in  the  1  idst  of  his  If  you  are 

cattfe  and  his  health.  After  hearing  of  Job  wanted  to  know  the  reason  for  his  suffering,  and  Job  realized  t  net  he  had  fenng  now  1 
all  the  disasters  thst  had  befallen  mm,  suffering.  One  day  God  finally  granted  uttered  things  be  did  not  u  lderstand.  remember  tb 
Job  tore  his  robe,  and  shaved  his  head,  him  an  audience,  answering  him  out  He  lacked  the  comprehenai  si  of  what  vid,  the  3het 


walking  through  great 
md  you  re  a  child  of  ( 


and  fell  down  on  the  ground  and  wor-  of  a  whirlwind.  G 
shipped,  saying,  ‘Naked  I  came  from  ever  was  different 
mv  mother’s  womb,  and  naked  I  shall  pated.  God  offered 
return  there.  The  LORD  gave  and  the  but  rather  challen 
LORD  has  taken  away.  Blessed  be  the  tions  thst 
name  of  the  LORD.  Through  all  this  Job  he  could  | 
did  not  sin  nor  did  he  blsme  God’  (Job  not  an-  | 

1:21-22  NASB). 

As  Job's  suffering  increased,  how¬ 
ever,  he  became  more  and  more  de¬ 
spondent.  In  verses  26-31  Job  looked 
for  good  and  waited  for  light,  hoping 
for  Better  things,  but  found  only  more 
suffering.  Job,  in  bis  prosperity,  had 
helped  others  in  need  who  were  suffer¬ 
ing,  vet  he  found  no  one  to  help  him. 

Even  God  seemed  to  be  silent.  Churning 
on  the  inside  he  couldn't  find  rest.  It 
was  as  if  all  were  blackness  within  him. 

He  had  reminisced  about  the  good  old 
days  that  were  past,  but  now  felt  there 
was  nothing  to  looktorward  to  again.  He 
compared  himself  to  being  a  brother  to 

hapsrelating himaelftorw* MbeMtfcft  knowledge  and  power  were  unlimited 
to  the  elements  with  moans  gnd  howls.  He  said  to  God,  1  know  that  You  can 
His  body  burned  with  fever,  and  he  was  do  all  things;  *c  purpose  of  yours  can 


ears  have  dust’  (The  Amplified  Bible), 
heard  of  “If  we  believe  in  God  and  believe  that 

You,  but  all  things  are  under  His  control  and 
now  my  thst  His  holy  plans  will  not  be  thwarted 
eyes  have  by  the  work  of  humankind  or  Satan, 
seen  You’  then  we  may  find  comfort,  consolation, 
(Job  42:5).  and  encouragement  in  the  face  of  strug- 


_  „  even  though  we  lack  understanding. 

entered  the  treasury  of  the  snow?  Do  sponse  to  thst  revelation  was  immedi-  That  is  the  essence  of  trust"  (Herschei 
you  know  the  ordinances  of  the  beav-  ate  repentance  in  dust  and  ashes.  Hobbs  Commentary,  Winter  2013-14). 

mu?*  (Job  38:4a,  22a.  33a).  Questions  ’JcSi's  greatest  blessing  was  not  the  Be  a  blessing  to  those  you  know  who 
to  remind  Job  of  the  sovereignty  of  regaining  of  his  health  and  wealth  or  are  walking  the  path  of  suffering.  Prey 
God,  a  God  who  doesn't  have  to  defend  tbe  rebuilding  of  his  family  and  circle  for  them,  and  go  a  step  further:  do  for 
His  actions  or  explain  Himself.  of  friends.  His  greatest  blessing  was  them  what  you  would  want  them  to  do 

Job  finally  understood  that-  his  knowing  God  better  and  understanding  for  you  in  a  similar  situation.  You  will 
knowledge  was  limited  while  God's  His  working  In  a  deeper  way.  As  James  be  blessed! 

wrote,  You  have  heard  of  the  persever-  _ i 

He  said  to  God,’ "I  know  thst  You  can  anceof  Job,  and  seen  the  purpose  of  the  Foster  is  a  member  of  Murphy  Creek 

*  "■  J  Church,  Louisville. 


when  most  adults  love,  invest  in  and  prey  for  the 
T  decisions  that  college  students  in  your  life. 

^  of  tbcirlivfs 

Pray  that  they  will  follow  Jesus  Jones  is  the  Baptist  Co Be- 
in  tbeee  chokes.  giare  Ministry  campus  minis- 

CoDege  students  are  not  the  ter  at  the  University  of  Mem- 
future  of  om  church;  they  are  the  phis.  His  commentary  appears 
church.  Take  some  time  today  to  courtesy  of  Baptist  Press. 


share  the  Gospel  and  live  holy  ■  Prey  that  God's  Spirit  and  culture 
U>  cs  m  well.  Paul's  charge  to  His  Word  would  become  the  make  n 
Timothy  was,  *No  one  should  standards  from  which  students 
despise  your  youth;  instead,  make  life  decisions  such  as 
you  should  be  an  example  to  whom  to  date,  whom  to  marry', 
the  believers  in  speech,  in  con-  what  occupation  they  will  en- 
duct,  in  love,  in  faith,  in  purity"  ter,  what  friendships  they  will 
(1  Timothy  4:12).  value.  The  college  years  in  our 


JONES 

oont  from  p.  2 


would 
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Student*  from  FLOWOOD  CHURCH,  FLO  WOOD,  attended  the  Xtreme  Winter  Confer 
ence  in  Getlinburg.Tenn. 

In  other  Church  News: 

►  Fint  Church,  Runnetetown,  is  hosting  The 


MHOuneys  in  concert  Feb.  20.  Love  offering.  For 
more  information,  c*B  (601)  583-4733- 
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me  minrstry  CSnnM 
r  Russell  reception  for  Stephen  Smith  and  his  family 

Alexander.  honoring  his  six  year*  as  pastor  Fab.  2. 
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The  youth  and  children  of  ROUNOAMf  AY  CHURCH.  OOOOSVILLE, 
Christmas  tree  before  the  Christmas  program  Dec.  7, 2013. 


